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uncertain ; but assuredly in the earliest times there was a close connection between the Ibrim and some other tribes to which we find their descendants, in a later day, extremely hostile. Even when the Book of Ruth was composed, there does not seem to have been any difference of religion between the Ibrim and the Moabites. With the Canaanites, on the other hand, the Ibrim seem from the first to have had less intimate relations.
All sorts of divisions, combinations, and changes, about which we can only guess, took place amongst these Semitic tribes. Gradually we see a section or company disengaged from the others, called Beni-Israel, drawn perhaps into particularly close connection by religious feeling, possibly by repugnance to the human sacrifices practised around them, for we find that they gloried particularly in their supposed descent from Abraham, whom tradition represented as having substituted an animal for a human sacrifice.
Two places in Palestine are peculiarly connected with the dim earlier recollections of the Beni-Israel and of the closely-related sept of the Beni-Joseph. These are Hebron and Sichem, but as to the wanderings or series of wanderings which took their ancestors from beyond the